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to meet emergent outlay caused by famine or epidemic disease, and it has been used to obtam money for expenditure connected with plague.
In several Provinces the Local Government is empowered to Embryo extend any section of the Municipal Act to small towns which it is not expedient to form into regular municipalities, and to impose taxation in such towns, and appoint managing committees.
Reverting to the Presidency towns, it has to be noted that Present the administration of Calcutta under its Municipal Acts of 1876 J[J[^U" and 1888 was not very successful The government was vested Presidency in a nominated chairman and seventy-five commissioners, fifty of whom were elected by twenty-five ward constituencies and the remainder appointed by Government or nominated by the Chamber of Commerce and other bodies specially interested in the prosperity of the cityx. The commissioners interfered too much with the executive; and although some large schemes for the improvement of the city were carried through, parts of it were allowed to remain in a very insanitary condition and municipal business was neglected in several other directions. These dangers were brought prominently to notice when plague first threatened the city, Special effort was then made to improve sanitation, and it was determined, in order to secure bitter administration in the future, to alter the municipal constitution. Under the new constitution, established by Act III of 1899 (Bengal), the number of commissioners was reduced to fifty, of whom twenty-five are elected (one by each ward) and twenty-five are appointed as follows: fifteen by the Local Government, four each by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Calcutta Trades Association, and two by the Commis-of the Port. At the same time a general committee of of the commissioners was created to assist in the ordinary work of administration, the general government remaining vested in the corporation. Four members of the general committee are appointed by the ward commissioners, four by the nominated commissioners, and four by the Local Government. More fatde* pendent authority was also vested in the chairman! who is appointed by the Government, subject to removal bf a two-third** vote of the commissioners, and is assisted by a deputy and a vice-chairman. The Act invests him with geaeraf acecutive powers, specifically imposes on him a number of important duties, and confers on him the control of the municipal establishments.
>T * Between i860 and 1876 the governing body consisted of the justices of with a salaried ckairman,                                              :